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Iraq is the fabled location of the Garden of Eden, 
the ancient home of Mesopotamia, Babylon, and 
Ur, and the land where humanity invented written 
language, mathematics, and the code of law. Since 
the spread of Islam in the seventh century, the pop-
ulation has been overwhelmingly Arab and Muslim.

1918: The British control Iraq after the defeat 
of the Ottoman Empire in WWI and install King 
Feisal, the son of the Sharif of Mecca, as monarch.

1958: General Abd al-Karim Qasim overthrows 
the monarchy and declares Iraq a republic.

1968: The Arab Socialist Renaissance Party 
(Ba’ath Party) takes power in a military coup.

1979: Saddam Hussein becomes president and 
consolidates power through a violent internal 
purge of the Ba’ath Party.

1980-88: Iraq invades Iran. The US gives Iraq 
significant economic and military aid, including 
biological and chemical agents, despite Iraq’s 
reported use of chemical weapons against Iranian 
soldiers and Kurdish civilians.3 

Aug. 2, 1990: Iraq invades Kuwait. 

GULF WAR AND SANCTIONS

I am resigning because the policy of economic sanc-
tions is totally bankrupt. We are in the process of 
destroying an entire society. It is as simple and ter-
rifying as that.4 
– Denis Halliday, former UN Assistant Secretary General and 

Humanitarian Coordinator for Iraq

Prior to sanctions, oil accounts for over 60% of 
GDP and 90% of foreign exchange. Oil revenues 
are used to build a centralized bureaucracy and 
modern infrastructure, import 75% of food and 
medical supplies, and provide the population with 
the highest level of health care and education 
services in the Arab world.5 War and sanctions 
change all that.6

Aug. 6, 1990: The UN Security Council imposes 
comprehensive sanctions banning all trade with 
Iraq,7 and on Nov. 29 authorizes the use of “all 
necessary means” to reverse the occupation.8 

Jan. 15, 1991: US-led military forces target Iraq’s 
civilian infrastructure including electrical plants, 
water treatment facilities, food warehouses, 

factories, roads, bridges, telecommunications, 
and oil facilities.10 The first post-war UN mission 
reports that Iraq has been “relegated to a pre-
industrial age.”11 

April, 1991: The cease-fire resolution demands 
the elimination of weapons of mass destruction in 
Iraq and calls for the same throughout the region.12 

Summer, 1991: Scientific missions to Iraq report 
a massive increase in hunger and disease due to 
war and sanctions, documenting 46,900 excess 
child deaths between January and August,13 and 
estimating the need for over $22 billion to restore 
basic services.14 

May 10, 1996: To ease the worsening crisis, Iraq 
and the UN finally agree on a temporary oil-for-
food deal allowing limited oil sales under strict UN 
control for the purchase of humanitarian goods.15 

Dec. 16, 1998: UN weapons inspectors are forced 
to evacuate by US and UK air strikes against 
Baghdad. Iraq later refuses them re-entry.16 

Spring, 1999: UN humanitarian panel reports 
that under sanctions Iraq has “experienced a shift 
from relative affluence to massive poverty,”17 and 
UNICEF survey estimates over 500,000 excess 
child deaths between 1991-1998 alone.18 

Nov. 8, 2002: Security Council Res. 1441 estab-
lishes new weapons inspections but rejects US 
pressure to re-authorize the use of force.19 

COSTS OF WAR FOR IRAQIS 

We will not learn how to live together in peace by 
killing each other’s children.20 

– Jimmy Carter, former US President 

A new war will be devastating for the people of 
Iraq, especially vulnerable groups like women, 
children, the elderly, and the poor. Many Iraqi 
families—impoverished and dependent upon 
government food rations after 12 years of crip-
pling sanctions —will find it difficult to survive 
the sudden shocks of war.21 A confidential UN 
assessment warns of “diseases in epidemic if not 
pandemic proportions,” 500,000 direct or indirect 
casualties, and up to 2 million internally displaced 
persons (IDPs) and refugees.22

Food Crisis: In one of the largest logistical opera-
tions in world history, over 400,000 metric tons 
of food are distributed monthly throughout Iraq, 
providing 2,257 kilocalories per person per day. 
UNICEF calls the likely war-time collapse of this 
system a “nightmare scenario.”23 

Health Crisis: 
As in the 1991 
war, destruction 
of Iraq’s electrical 
grid will disrupt the 
sanitation and pub-
lic health systems 
and cause a spike in 
water-borne disease 
and child mortality. 

Civilian Casualties: 
“During a con-
ventional conflict 
of three months, 

estimates range from 48,000 to 261,000. If there 
is civil unrest and nuclear attacks are launched, 
the range is 375,000 to 3.9 million.”24 The CIA. 
reports: “should Saddam conclude that a US-led 
attack could no longer be deterred, he probably 
would become much less constrained in…conduct-
ing terrorist attacks with conventional or chemical 
and biological weapons.”25 The US, UK, and Israeli 
governments warn that they would consider 
nuclear retaliation.26
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We still have a choice today: nonviolent coexistence or violent coannihilation.1

– Martin Luther King Jr.
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Area: 167,174 sq. miles (size of California)
Population: 24 million (including 4 million Kurds in northern Iraq)
Literacy: 58% in 2002 and 95% in 19899 

Women and children bear the 
brunt of war and sanctions.
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 COST OF WAR FOR AMERICANS

Every gun that is made, every warship launched, 
every rocket fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and are not fed, those who 
are cold and are not clothed.27 

– Dwight D. Eisenhower, former US President

War in Iraq will impose heavy losses on our nation, 
ranging from military casualties to increased eco-
nomic insecurity to loss of basic liberties.

Loss of Life: American casualties will be higher 
than in the first Gulf War due to the likelihood 
of urban warfare and extended military occupa-
tion.28 Experts also warn that war will inflame 
anti-American sentiments and result in increased 
incidence of terrorism against U.S. targets.29

Wasted Resources: The US paid only 10% of 
the costs of the first Gulf War,30 but this time the 
American taxpayer will likely foot the entire bill.31 
Government sources have estimated costs at $50-
93 billion for the war itself, $17-45 billion annually 
for the occupation, and $5-15 billion annually for 
reconstruction.32 One economist estimated total 
costs to the American economy over the next 
decade at $1.6 trillion.33 

Economic Insecurity: Millions of Americans face 
unemployment, homelessness, lack of health care, 
and poverty.34 War in Iraq will divert even more 
money from underfunded social programs and 
welfare to feed the swelling military budget. The 
National Governors Association recently warned 
that states face budget shortfalls of $40 billion—
their worst fiscal crisis since World War II.35

Loss of Freedom: War with Iraq will result in 
increased government surveillance, restrictions on 
political speech, and racial profiling of minority and 
immigrant communities—trends already established 
in the USA PATRIOT Act and criticized by a broad 
spectrum of liberals and conservatives.36 War will also 
heighten the atmosphere of fear that is undermining 
traditional American principles of tolerance, non-dis-
crimination, and liberty. 

INTERNATIONAL LAW

The attitude of the United States of America is a 
threat to world peace…No country should be allowed 
to take the law into its own hands.37

– Nelson Mandela, former President of South Africa

The United Nations was established after the 
horrors of World War II to “save succeeding 
generations from the scourge of war.”38 The U.N. 
Charter bans states from “the threat or use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political 
independence of any state,” and requires them 
to “settle their international disputes by peaceful 
means.”39 War is allowed only in “self-defense if 
an armed attack occurs,” or if the Security Council 
resolves that force is necessary as a last resort 
to maintain international peace and security. 40 
Neither has occurred, yet the Bush administration 
is preparing to attack Iraq alone—outside the limits 
of international law.

An unauthorized pre-emptive war against Iraq will 
set a dangerous precedent for other countries to 
settle disputes through military force rather than 
peaceful negotiations. The most effective way to 
eliminate weapons of mass destruction every-
where is through multilateral approaches binding 
on all members of the international community.

International law also protects civilians during 
conflict. Warring parties must restrict attacks to 

military targets only, avoid causing excessive civil-
ian casualties, and refrain altogether from attack-
ing “objects indispensable to the survival of the 
civilian population.”41 Yet the U.S. is preparing to 
target Iraq’s civilian infrastructure and cause  the 
collapse of its public health and food distribution 
systems—placing millions of innocent civilians at 
grave risk.

Iraqis do not forfeit their fundamental rights due 
to the sins of their leaders.42 International law 
is meant to protect every single human being. 
Upholding the law is our shared responsibility. 
How we fulfill this duty—in Iraq and elsewhere—
will mean the difference between life and death 
for millions of people.  

WHAT WE CAN DO

If we do not act, we shall surely be dragged down the 
long, dark, and shameful corridors of time reserved 
for those who possess power without compassion, 
might without morality, and strength without 
sight.43 – Martin Luther King, Jr.

With our nation poised at the brink of war, we all 
share a democratic responsibility to participate in 
the national debate over the justice and wisdom 
of our government’s policies. Starting today we 
can each:

  Educate ourselves! Learn the facts behind 
the media headlines before allowing war to be 
waged in our names.

  Educate our communities! Organize teach-
ins with experienced speakers at our schools, 
congregations, and community centers.

  Contact our media! Call radio programs, 
write letters and opinion pieces, and meet with 
reporters and editors to ensure that they cover 
our views on this war. 

  Lobby our elected officials! Demand that our 
politicians begin to represent the true diversity of 
American opinions, starting with our own.

  Work for human rights! Donate our time 
and resources to the many groups fighting for 
justice in Iraq and at home.

  Demonstrate for peace! Stand together and 
join the rapidly growing national and global 
movement for peace in Iraq and elsewhere.

  Resist the drive to war! Engage in nonvio-
lent civil disobedience and direct action.

  Visit our website at www.cesr.org/iraq to 
learn more about the Iraq crisis and access a 
set of online resources to follow up on these 
suggested actions.
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1.  The 1991 Gulf War cost $79.9 billion—87% paid by U.S. 
allies such as Saudi Arabia, Germany, and Japan. 
House Budget Committee Democratic Staff, 
“Assessing the Cost of Military Action Against Iraq” (9-23-02)

2.  War in Iraq will cost U.S. taxpayers $93 billion, and the first 
year of military occupation up to $45 billion. 
House Budget Committee Report, 
“Assessing the Cost of Military Action Against Iraq” (9-23-02); 
Congressional Budget Office, 
“Estimated Costs of a Potential Conflict with Iraq” (9-30-02) 

3.  For $21.8 billion we can provide health insurance, housing, 
and immunizations for all America’s children in need. 
Global AIDS Fund

4.  For $16 billion per year we can provide safe drinking water 
to all the world’s children in need — and prevent two mil-
lion deaths every year from water-borne diseases. 
WHO/UNICEF Global Water Supply and Sanitation Assessment 
2000 Report; Implementing the 20/20 Initiative (1998)

5.  U.S. annual non-military aid to all the world’s countries 
totals $11.6 billion—0.1% of our GDP. CDF 2002 Report

6.  For $10 billion per year we can fully fund the global fight 
against AIDS.  Center on Budget and Policy Priorities

(in billions $U.S.)

The Costs of War
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