Human Rights Council: FORM for Submitting an NGO written statements
NGOs in consultative status with ECOSOC (General, Special or Roster status) may submit written statements to the Human Rights Council (HRC). 
The written statement is formatted and issued, unedited, in the language(s) received from the submitting NGO.  English, Spanish and French versions can be published at this time.
In order for your statement to be published before the session, the deadline for submission is exactly two weeks prior to the start of a session. See the deadline on the web site.  All submissions are final.
Please fill out this FORM and CHECKLIST to submit your statement and send it to the address indicated below. Your information goes after each arrow.
1.
Please indicate the contact information for representative submitting written statement (i.e. name, mobile, email) here: [image: image1.png]


 
Ziad Abdel Samad

Executive Director

Arab NGO Network for Development

          Tel: +961 1 319 366
          Fax: +961 1 815 636
          P.O.Box: 14/5792 Mazraa 1105 2070 
          Beirut- Lebanon
          Email: annd@annd.org

          Website: www.annd.org
2.
Indicate the Standing Agenda item number (1-10) of statement here: [image: image2.png]


 Item 6
3.a)  If this is an individual statement, indicate here your organization's name as in the ECOSOC NGO database and indicate its consultative status in brackets (i.e. General, Special, or Roster). [image: image3.png]


 
or,

3.b)  If this is a joint statement, list here the co-sponsoring ECOSOC NGO as they appear in the ECOSOC database and status (in brackets): Group all General NGOs first, group the Special second and group the Roster third. [image: image4.png]



CIVICUS World Alliance for Citizen Participation (General Status)
Center for Economic and Social Rights (Special consultative status)
Arab NGO Network for Development (Roster)

4.
Indicate here any non-ECOSOC NGO(s) supporting this statement (they will appear as a footnote to the statement title): [image: image5.png]



5.
Indicate the exact TITLE for this statement here: [image: image6.png]


 Written statement on human rights conditions in Syria
Please make sure that:  

· This statement is in MS WORD document format (Font Times New Roman 10; no bold; no underline; no italics). 

· Check word count: (Go to Tools, Word count, # of words) Indicate the length of text (including footnotes/endnotes) here: [image: image7.png]


  532 words
-NGOs in general consultative status are allowed 2,000 words

-NGOs in special consultative status and on the roster are allowed 1,500 words

· Please use the Spell/grammar check on your text. (Go to Tools, Spelling & Grammar)
· Different language versions of one statement should be sent in the same email, but using a separate form for each. 

· Email this document to: hrcngo@ohchr.org
PLEASE PASTE THE FINAL TEXT BELOW:[image: image8.png]



The use of military action is intensifying in Syria, a year after the outbreak of the popular uprisings to demand freedom and democracy, social justice and more rights at all levels of political, economic and social development. Syrian authorities have the obligation to protect, respect and fulfill the human rights of the Syrian people and are accountable for  the deterioration of the situation because of continuous reliance on security solutions and undertaking military actions with excessive use of force and repression. 

As a result, the number of people killed so far has reached more than 7.000, mostly civilians including hundreds of children, women and elderly. This is in addition to the thousands of political prisoners, missing and displaced persons. 

 Furthermore, Syrian authorities have failed thus far to take any serious steps towards the implementation of political reforms demanded by the people, except for assigning a committee to propose constitutional amendments and propose laws for political parties, associations and for the elections. These steps did not reflect the seriousness in responding to the quest for reform and political openness. Syrian authorities  have not taken any steps neither to reform social and economic policies in line with international human rights standards and in accordance with the recommendations accepted during the human rights records revision of Syria during the Universal Periodic Review session (October 7th 2010). 

The internal situation in Syria has reached a stage of severe complexity, whereby the provision of solutions is difficult. The proper and sustainable approach must be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles, which can only be pursued through democratic and transparent political process that reflects the choices of citizens.

In this context, we call on the Human Rights Council to urge Syrian authorities to:

· Immediately cease of use of force and repression in all forms and release of political prisoners 
· Take the proper measures to launch the political process and democratic mechanisms leading to human rights protection, and maintenance of the cessation of military and security actions

· Take immediate measures to allow for safe areas for operation of humanitarian agencies that can secure needed support to medical personnel, needed equipment and medicines required to treat the injured.
· Respect human rights and carry out immediate and serious steps to implement the outcome recommendations of the Universal Periodic Review and other UN treaty bodies
· Adopt a clear road map leading to the promotion of democratic governance and respect for human rights in Syria.

· Reform  economic and social development policies and laws so as to ensure the economic and social rights of the Syrian citizen. 
We also call on international community, including regional and international organizations, in particular the League of Arab States and United Nations Councils, including the Security Council and Human Rights Council, to:

· Undertake all peaceful means seeking immediate and peaceful solutions that provide the necessary and sufficient protection for the Syrian people and respect international human rights and democratic standards and principles. 

· Give immediate and adequate attention to the humanitarian situation of Syrian Refugees in neighbouring countries and take immediate measures to enhance the adequacy and availability of needed resources and capacities of humanitarian agencies to intervene. 
